There are many anaesthetics, and it is necessary to consider the reasons for choosing one rather than another. Chloroform produces effects more rapidly and pleasantly, and with fewer disagreeable after-effects than ether, while anesthesia is caused in three or four minutes with the former, and in from five to twenty minutes with the latter. Another drawback to ether is that the patient becomes so saturated with it that it emanates from him for many hours afterwards, whereas this is not the case with chloroform, which has been given with great success and safety. Ten years ago it was considered safer than ether, but as the average number of deaths from chloroform has been higher than from ether, the latter is at present considered the safer of the two. Various kinds of apparatus have been invented for the administration of chloroform, some of which are rather elaborate, but usually a cone of flannel is quite sufficient. During inhalation there is very often great excitement, and sometimes even screaming, as though the patient were suffering severely, whilst in reality he is quite unconscious, and only the subject of spasmodic action. In the lower animals the nervous system is not developed as it is with us, and is not capable of governing movement, whilst the higher up the scale we advance the greater do we find the power of adapting movements to requirements. In this respect a man under the influence of an anaesthetic resembles the lower animals.
